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but the Union of Her People's Hearts with © 
Her's in That Great and Univerſal Intereſt, 
Tf what J have been able to Urge may 
contribute any thing to ſuch a Bleſſing, I ſhall 1 
book upon it as the greateſt Happineſs of my - 
Life ; tbo 1 muſt place it among Many ö 
1 Others, which are oming to Your Lordſhip's 
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Teras Cop Ul, Ver. %% lb 
; Pre them in mind to be. ſubject to Pn 1 
b palities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrater, 
- to be ready to every good Mor. 
To p ſpeak evil og no Man, to be no Braw-' © 
i. 70: alt Mien.  _ © 
'F HEN St. Paul had ſettled Tus in 
Crete, and fix d him in the Epiſcopa! 
; hair of that Place, he leaves him there, and 
| takes a Voyage into Greece; from whence he 
| fends him theſe Directions, which we find in 
5 this his Epiſtle to him; ſhewing him how he 
mould both govern himielf, and thoſe that were 
committed to his Care; laying down 'ſeveral» , - 
: ee and neceſſary Duties, wherein he is 
ſtrictly requir d faithfully and diligently to in- 


ſtruct the People, and carnolily exhort them tes 3 
. = 8 the reſt he has t rticle of my 3 


* 
© . - 
* 


given him in Charge, which concerns our Duty 
and Obedience to thoſe, whom God, as his 
Vicegerents here on Earth, has inveſted with 
Power from on high (as being the ſupreme 
Fountain of all Authority) to rule and preſide 
over us: And to thoſe we muſt be ſubject and 
obedient, ſubmitting our ſelves in the firſt Place 
e Lord's fake to the King as fupreme +'and - 
then in the next Place unto Governours and Ma- 
giſtrates, as unto them that are ſent and deputed 
by him; ſhewing us withall wherein our Sub- | 
jection and Obedience partly conſiſt, namely 
in this, that we ſpeak evil of no Man, as being 
an high Breach, and Violation of a Divine Pre- 
cept, which prohibits our detracting and evil- 
ſpeaking one of another; not only of thoſe who 
are our equals, but even not ſo much as of thoſe 
vo are far below and inferiour to us, and thère- 
fore much leſs of the Prince or his Miniſters, 
who are our Rulers and Governours; for this 
alſo is contrary to another divine Law, which 
% 2x9, enacts, that no Man whatever ſhall preſume to 
22. 28. revile the Gods, or curſe the Ruler of the People. (a/ 
But notwithſtanding all the Regard and Re- 
verence, which God himſelf has poſitively com- 
manded to be paid to Authority; yet how ma- 


T6 
ny are there, who looking upon themſelves to 
be both good Subjects and good Chnrch-men, 
whofe Practice in this Reſpect contradicts their 
Profeſſion, and tells them plainly they are nei- 
ther? | | 
If Reproaches, indeed, and Calumnies, if evil- 
| ſpeaking and uncharitable cenſuring of the Acti- 
ons of ſuch as are to govern, and give Laws 
unto us; if theſe, I ſay, be the real Marks and 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſticks of Loyalty and 
Religion, then there will be found foe who 
have large Pretences to both. And that there 
are ſuch who have fallen into that Herefy (of 
which St. Jude ſpeaks ) to deſpiſe Dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of Dignities, is a Truth too plain, and 


evident to be denied. This, indeed, is a very ir- 


religious Practice, and a fore Evil; for its 
Contagion is catching, and where once it in- 
fedcts it is hardly cureable : Such an Evil it is, 
as ĩs very malignant and dangerous; and which, 
jf not ſpeedily and heartily repented of, may 
1 purfue us for our Sins. And who knows but 
God, becauſe of the Impenitency and Wicked- 
neſs of our Lives, by Reafon of our Pride, Op- 


preffion, and Covetouſnefs, may permit ſuck 


We Men, ws ag their Mah again 
"x B 2 Fleaven 


(4) 
Heaven it ſelf, and ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter 
Words, againſt the beſt and higheſt on Earth ; 
who knows, I ſay, but he may permit ſuch ill 
Perſons to reign for a while among us, that he 
may at laſt cleave us in pieces, by Wedges of 
our own Body. 

This is a ſad Reflection, a melancholy Sub- 
ject, and I delight not to harangue upon it. But 
ſeeing this is a Practice become ſo faſhionable, 
and that many, with a ſecret Complacency o- 
penly eſpouſe and abett it, and ſeem not to appre- 
hend any Sin or Danger in it, both Juſtice and 
Charity oblige me to take Notice of it, and 
caution Men againſt it. 

Whatever Cenſure therefore I may lye under, 
for the Liberty and Freedom I ſhall uſe in the 
Reproof of this Sin of evil-ſpeaking, particu- 
larly againſt Governours, I ſhall not much re- 
gard it; for I have no other Deſign in it than 
to expole the Baſeneſs of this Practice, and in 


2 li. Obedience to the Apoſtle (a) To rehuke-it with 
G) Tir. 3. all Authority, (b) berouſe this is good and profita- 


ble unto Men. 


And as it is God's' Will and Pleaſure that 
none ſhould die in their Sins, ( for he willeth 
not the Death of a 0) ſo 1 it is my Duty 


and 


48 


and Office, as often as he puts ſuch Opportuni- 
ties into my Hands, to forewarn Men of the 
Danger of their Sins, that ſo they may correct 
and amend them, and be ſaved in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. 
Now the ill Treatment of Government and 
Governours, by Obloquy and Defamation, be- 
ing a Practice fo baſe, inviduous, and difinge- 
nuous, ſo repugnant to the Dictates and Princi- 
ples of right Reaſon, ſo oppoſite to the Rules 
and Precepts both of the Law and Goſpel, fo 
contradiQory to the profeſſed Doctrine and Pra- 
ctice of the Church of England; and laſtly, fo 
dangerous to the publickWelfare both of Church 
and State : ithink my ſelf. oblig'd, by the En- 
couragement, Example, and Authority of the 


|| Apoſtle ; in Duty to God, Allegiance to Her 


Majeſty, and in Obedience to the Injunctionsof 


1 our Holy Mother the Church, to put you in 


mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, to 
obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good Work : 
To ſpeak evil of no Man, to beno Brawlers, but 
gentle, ſhewing all  Meekneſs to all Men. 
Subjection is a Term implying the Duty of 
thoſe vrho are goyern d, to their lawful Prince 
an eee And this! is a Duty which con- 
ta ins 


(6) 
tains ſeveral Particulars in it, which I cannot now 
particularly inſiſt on, but ſhall briefly ſum them 
up, and propoſe them to you under theſe fol- 
lowing Heads, (viz.) That we muſt reverence 
and honour their Perſons, as being the Repre- 
ſentatives of the ſapreme Majeſty of Heaven ; 
we muſt not fraudulently detain or conceal their 
juft Dues and Rights, but render unto Czfar the 
things that are Cæſar s. We muſt to the utmoſt 
of our Power, Skull, and Ability, defend their 
Prerogatives and Privileges from Invaſions and 
Eneroachments. In a Ward, we muſt yield all 


chearful, willing, and ready Obedience to all 


their juſt and lawful Commands; and where 


we cannot obey, ſuppoſing what is impoſed to 


be contrary to our Duty to God and the Peace of 
our Conſeienee, there we mult patiently ſubmit 
to the Rewards of our Diſobedience; not mur- 
muring or repining againſt them, or ſeek to re- 


drefs our private Refentments at the Hazard, 


Charge, and Expence of the Publick Peace and 
einn, 

to wake others miſerable and unhappy, becauſe 
we our ſelves have the Misfortune to be fo. 
And becauſe through Obſtinancy and Humonr: 


ſomeneſs 


f 
. 
5 

t 


EA©=E;. CM. CI<ECDCYD- wo caeac-ancxac.occic. ic... co. 


TS 6 7 
7 r 


eee 1 eee 


OO” 


ſomeneſs, or elſe 1 of fs unreaſonable 


Diſtruſts and Jealouſies, we cannot ſhare in the 


| Grace and Favour of our Prince, we mult needs 


therefore (to keep our ſelves in Countenance ) 
aſperſe, ſlander, and calumniate others, who 
do, and who defire nothing more, and endea- 
vour what they can, faithfully, 'honourably, 
and conſcientiouſly, to diſcharge their Daty to 


3 God, their Prince, and their Country. 


What falſe and ſcandalous Reflections have 
been levell'd at the Queen's Miniſtry ? What 


ridiculous Names have been deviſed 4 wicked 


Men, prating with malicious Words againſt them, 
purpoſely to enrage our Spleen againſt one an- 
other, and to inflame our Animoſities? What 
plauſible Infinuations, and artificial Suggeſtions 
have been ſpread abroad, as if the Meaſures con- 
certed for our Security, Honour, and Intereſt, 
were wholly, impracticable, and would end at 
laſt in the Subverſion of the Government and 
Ruin of the Church? Whereas Her Majeſty 
has more than once declared, (and it is a Sacred 
and Royal Declaration) That it ſhould be the 


: _ utmoſt of her Care and Concern to promote the. 
Ha ppineſs, Safety, and Proſperity of all her 
loving Subjects; and that ſuch of them as were 


lo 


— 


— - 


Ny | "4 unhappy to diſſent 0 er in 1 P of! . 5 
ligion, yet while they liv'd peaceably, and 
without any Diſturbance to her Government, 


and State, ſhould be the neareſt her Perſon. 


« > » 2» 


they ſhould be protected in their Rights and wo 
berties ; but that they, and they only, who 
were regular, exemplary, and ſober in their 
Lives, and in the true Intereſt of the Church 


And can we think that after ſuch a gracious Ma- 
nifeſto as this, ſhe would forget and diſregard: 
her Royal Promiſe ? Far be ſach an unworthy, 
Thought from all thoſe who know what Loyalty 
and Religion mean, = 


But that this is the Humour, Temper, and 


common Practice of ſome Men, to backbite and 5 
cenſure, when they have no Reaſon for it, is 


a thing fo notorious and evident, inſomuch that 


her Majeſty, upon the joint Addrefles of both 85 


Houſes of Parliament, cauſed a Proclamation? : 


to be iſſued out, wherein ſhe declar d, That atk. 
they who continued and endeavoured to diſs To 


Py $$ 


quiet the Minds of her Subjects, by injeQing;: 
goes Diſtruſts and Jealouſies, ſhould: ( 
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ey juſtly ought ) be eſteemed as common 05s 155 1 


cendiaries, and Enemies to the Publick. Aud 
it has far A Wien the Covernotirs of the State, 10 


. allo with the Governours of the Church. Hoy E 


"EI hn 


"Tf 


"Mori many of the Reverend tlie Rags 


nounce their Religion, ſacrifice their Honeſty, and 


proftitutetheirConſciencest to baſe and treach'rons © 


Compliances; while ſuch as have no Affection 


for our Church, and that Government in it by . 


their Order, were pleas d, and laugh d within 
themſelves, to hear their own Sons expoſe and 


ridicule them. Sure! am, that the Proteſtant 


Orthodox Religion of the 'Churily of England, 


neither allows nor teaches any of her Members 
to broach ſuch Scandal, to ſpeak ſuch Evil of 


any Man, or ſo much 45 to entertain the leaſt 


i Thought, though of an Enemy. 


What muſt we think then of thoſe, who after all 
their mighty Pretenees to Religion, their Zeal 


for the Church, and ſome hard Names againſt i 
the French King, yet (a) like a Serpent Har pen co . 


* their Tongues a 1 the Powers that are ordain d 


at Home? and by their needleſs Fears create 


Diuiſions among us, which tend to weaken the 


7 = Hands-of thoſe, that are to ſubdue the exorbi- 
tant Power of his common- Enemy, and B. 
5 288 of the Peace of Europe? 
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3 W 
19 Fath ers of our Church, ſo illuſtrious for their 9 
» exemplary Lives, tric Piety, and excellent „ _ 

1 _ Learning; ; how many of them have been tra- —_ 
duoꝰ d, as baſe, perfidions Men, Men who wouldire- = 


2 


(% 


Os. (a) St. Jude, ſpeaking of ſuch as did deſpiſe 


11. 


% um, they periſhed in the gainſaying of Corah; 00 when 
26. 10. the Fire devoured two hundred and fifty Men, and 


(e) 0bed. 


(gd iz is reſerved (d) theBlackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. For 


a Pei 2, 


i7- What other end may they expect, that dare ad- 


venture upon ſuch turbulent and ſeditious 
Courſes? And as he farther obſerves, they who | 


ſet themſelves to oppoſe the higher Powers, do 


it generally by falſe Perſwaſions and Motives ; * 
andthat others, who will not run with them tothe 
ſame Exceſs * Riot, are cenſured for Tempo- 
rizers, and ſuch as eat Mens Perſons in Admira- 


tion, Beco iſe of Advantage. And without all Doubt 
{continues he) this is that 7c x:98, that grand 


Deluſion, wherewith the Father of Lies labour- 


eth to ck Diſcontents in the Minds of Sub- 


jects, and to ſteal away their Hearts from the 


willing Performance of that Duty which they 
owe unto their Governours; to put into their 
Heads, that others give and they take unto 
themſelves, a kind of tranſcendent Power and 
Authority, fitted for their own E mo which 


6 15 | 3-2 Gad i 


om, and ſpeak Evil of Dignities, ſays, that 


they became a Sign : Which, as Arch-Biſhop Uſher : 


of ue (c) remarks, was a dreadful Sign unto al ſuch. 
111. as afterwards ſhould follow their Steps; to whom 


ES 

God never intended his People ſhould ſubmit 
3 unto; whereas no Soul may exempt it ſelf 
from that expreſs Declaration of St. Paul's, (a) & 
3 Whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ord:- 
3 nance of Gol; and they that off ſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damation. 

Now Evil-ſpeaking of our Rulers is one way 
of reſiſting them, for it firſt diſaffects the Minds 
of their Subjects, and then diſpoſeth them to 
rebell againſt them; whereas they who truly 
fear God, will for this Reaſon honour their 
Prince, and on all Occafions expreſs a reverend 
Demeanour towards thoſe who are employed by 
him in the Adminiftration of Government. And 
when St. Paul would have us put in mind to be 
ſubject, he meansanObedience that is regular and 
orderly, firſt to the Prince, and then unto Go- 
vernours, as unto them aaf "are ſent by him. 
The Primitive Chriſtians and Church of God 
had no ſuch Cuſtom as this, to defame and 
ſpeak Evil of the Rulers of the People. And 
ven any Inſtances in this kind appeared among 
them, they provided as well as they could at 
that time againſt the evil Conſequences of ſuch 
3 Villany. By (S) enacting Canons, and inflict- h zu 
ing Cenſures upon the Delinquents. Accord - dig. 
C2: * 


+ * times ſhall come; when Men ſhall be e 


(1) 


ingly we find in Scripture, that ſuch Perſons as 9 

endeavoured by ſpecious Inſinuations and fan- 

cied Dangers to withdraw the Obedience of Sub- 

Lets from their Princes, were branded by the 

Holy Spirit of God as vain Men, and Children 
of Rll a Phraſe which in Scripture i intimates, 
that ſuch querulous diſaffected Perſons, were 
acted by the Inſtigation of that wicked Spirit, 
which-worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. 

(z) in. In the laſt Days, ſaith St. Paul, (a) perillous 


diſobedient, Falſe- Accuſe ers, Deſpiſers of thoſe that 
are good; i {A heady , bigh-minded ; and ſuch 
0 2 Tin. he requires Timothy ( i) whether in ſeaſon or out. 
"7 of ſeaſon, to reprove and rebuke with all Long-fuſfer- 
| ing and Doctrine: But alas! the time is alſo came 
that they will not endure ſound Doctrine; however 
they, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, it is our - Daty faithfully to ee the 
Word, and make full Proof of our Miniſtry. 
Now the Things wherein I have inſtanced, 
as 8 and Evil-ſpeaking of Rulers 
and 'Governours, are, I think, Abuſes that are 
fit to be reproved and rebuked. n 
iſt, This is a Os that © 1s vey baſe and. 
_ unreaſonable. 1006: [4 1 
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ſentment, or Selfiſhneſs, to disbarb the Peace, 
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adly, It is contradictory to the Rules and 


1 | Precepts both of the Law and Goſpel, and re- 
pugnant to the profeſſed Doctrine of the Church 
of England. 


2dly, It is highly prejudicial and diſteputa- 
ble to our Religion. 
Man was not purpoſely created and born for 
himſelf alone, but to act for the Glory of his 
Creator, and to be helpful, uſeful, and bene- 
ficial to his Fellow Brethren. This ſeems to be 


© | theReaſon, End, and Deſign ot all publick Soci- 


eties and Communities of Men, and of that Go- 
vernment which God has ſettled in the World 
among all Nations, as the only Cement of Har- 
mony and Order, and for the avoiding of all 
Confuſion, Irregularity, and every evil Work. 
To endeavour therefore upon an Bilgult, Re- 


and unhinge the Government of that Society or 
Nation, whereof we are Members, 1s a thing 


very unnatural, irrational, and deſperately [ 
wicked ; for it is a fighting both againſt God 
and Man. And that * pon Sin this ſo odious, 
hateful, and criminal, is the baſe Methods and 
7 ſiniſter Artifices which ill Men generally make 
ulſe of, for the acc pin 


their wicked De- 
: ſigns; 


2 


ſighs ; and theſe are commonly ſuch as the Apo- 
ſtle intimates, namely, Evil-ſpeaking, cenſu- 
ring, and uncharitable judging of the Actions 
of their Superiours ; which, how baſe and un- 
reaſonable a Practice this is, I leave to the im- 
partial Judgment of all thoſe, who uſe not their 
Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. 

Reaſon condemns this Practice, becauſe they 
who take this Liberty in aſperſing and blacken- 
ing the Counſels and Actions of others, are of- 
ten miſtaken and ignorant of the Motives and © 
Reaſons which might induce them to adviſe | 
and act ſo and ſo. And though as it ſometimes | 
happens, that we gueſs right, and find that 
ſuch a Scheme was ill laid, ſuch a Project ill 
managed, ſuch and ſuch Meaſures very unlike- 
ly and improbable to take Effect; yet it is very 
unworthy and unreaſonable, to accuſe the, Au- 
thors as Men of ill Deſigns, and proclaim them 
as Enemies to their Country, Religion, and } . 
Laws, becauſe they fail'd of Succeſs. | 

Why, do we not find by frequent Experience, 
that even in our own private Affairs, we meet _ 
with Diſappointments and Difficulties, which M » 
we never dream'd of, and could not have ima- 
gin d would have ever I d: And is it not 


every | 
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every whit, nay rather more likely, that in 
Z Matters of a Publick Nature and Concern, a 


- Z thouſand little Accidents may intervene between 
E the Deſign and the Action, which may fruſtrate 
£ the beſt contriv'd Schemes, and utterly ruin the 


beſt concerted Meaſures ? For Shame then let us 
not any longer ſlander and traduce thoſe, who 
I | both do and wiſh the beſt for us; and whoſe 
c Counſels God has hitherto ſo gloriouſly crown'd 
J with Succeſs and Victory; the Confideration of 
0 vhich ovght to render us throughly thankful 
to God, dutiful to Her Majeſty, and very re- 
” ſpectful to all Her faithful and prudent Coun- 
1 |} {llors. 1 5 
It's what we would not endure in the petty 
Government of our private Families, that any 
one ſhould buſy himſelf about our Affairs and 
Management, which he has nothing to do with, 
5 this being the Cauſe oftentimes of great Ruptures 
and Breaches in them, yea perhaps of their ut- 
ter Ruin. If then the Conſequences of ſuch pe- 


© tulant Intruſions into Matters which do not con- 
a ſcern us be ſo miſchievous, and hazardous to the 
h Welfare of private Families; how dangerous 
and pernicious muſt the Effects of them be, to 
0 the Peace and Happineſs of the great Family of 


a Nation? But, 


(36) 

But, Secondly, As this Pra cticeof cenſuring 
han taking of our Superiours, is very 
baſe and unreafonable ; ſo alſo is it expreſly 
contrary to the Rules and Precepts both of the 
Law and Goſpel. , 

1 have N obſerv d that all raſh and de- 4 
famatory Speeches againſt our Governours are 
ſtrictly prohibited. The Law indeed is not ſo | 
extenſive in its Prohibition as the Goſpel is, 
which in this Matter is very large and copious. I 

All that the Law commands in this Cafe, is 


ceontain'd under ſome few ſuch Articles, as that | 
(2) Fxod. (a) Thau ſhalt not revile the Gods, or curſe the Ru- | 
4: 2% ler of thy People: This indeed is plain, eaſy, 
and intelligige, and ſufficient to inform the 
plaineſt and fimpleſt Man in his Duty towards 
his Superiours. But now the Goſpel, which is 
the Doctrine of our Bleſſed Maſter Jeſus, and 
which contains the Memoirs of his holy, harm . 
leſs, and innocent Life and Actions, is very ex- 
preſfive of our Duty herein, both iu its Frecepts 
_ Examples. 
% there we are commanded to () refrain our 
00 Coloſ Tungue from Evil, aud our Lips from deceiving ; 
45 3 and. (c ): to put away Anger, Wrath, Malice, and. 
4+ 30, 31. Hin Ying ane towards another, 00 To E al ine, 


2 . and } 
% 1 l 


i" (17) 
and Clamour, and Ewil-fpeaking, be put away from among 
'S us, with all Malice. And our: Blefſed Saviour Jefus, 
2 who ſuffer'd for us (a) has left us an Example in him- ( fei 
2 ſelf, that we ſhould follow his Steps, who did no Sin, nei- 2 eis **: 
¶ ther was there any Guile, Slander, Detraction, or Evil- 
 Þ ſpeaking found in his Mouth : who when be nas reviled, 
repiled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatened not ; but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. Theſe 


* 


0 Þ are the Rules and Precepts which our Saviour and 
*7 his Diſciples have given us to walk by, and to direct 
us in our Duty to one another, but notwithſtanding 


this, ſome there are ſo preſumptuouſly impudent 


at and arrogant, as to deſpiſe even Government, and are not 
wh fraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities; whereas (b) St. Peter () 2 rer 
„ obſerves, even Angels, which are greater in Power and 
18 Might, bring not railing Accu ſations a gainſt them before 
80 the Lord. Thus (c) Michael: the Archangel, when (e) $ud: 9. 
1 cantending with the Devil, durſt not bring againſt him a 


railing Accuſation. And St. James tells us, that he that 
ems to be religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, that Man's 
X- I Religion is vain; yea ſurely! and fo alſo are their Pre- 
¶ tences to it, who allow their Tongues ſuch a licenti- 
ous Liberty, and Boldneſs, as the Apoſtle here inti- 


Ar mates; which, as it is contrary to the Rules and 
; > recepts of the Law and Goſpel, ſo likewiſe it is as 
1 Fepugnant and oppoſite to the profeſſed Doctrine of 
's, the Church of England, which according to St. Fauꝭs 


nd e Rule teacheth and exhorts us, that firſt of all Sup- () ri. 


=" 
£ 
. 
© 


= 


\ 


Wl TW RH 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſtons, and giving of Thanks, | 
be made for all Men: for Kings, and all that are in Au- 

»-thority, to the End we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives 
in all Godlineſs and Hone tim. 
This is the avowed Doctrine and conſtant Practice 
of our Church in her daily Offices of Morning and 
Evening Prayer; and alſo more particularly in that 
general Prayer for the Church Militant here on 
Earth, where we pray for all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, 
and Governours ; eſpecially for the Queen's Majeſty, and 
for her whole Counſel, and all that are put in Authority un- 
der her, that God would vouchſafe them ſuch Grace and. | 
Illumination, that they may be enabled truly and indiffe- P 
rently to miniſter Fuſtice to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs | tl 
and Vice, and to the Maintenance of true Religion and. | 
| Virtue. Now if we diſgrace and fruſtratethe happy. | 
Effects, which we may hope for, from theſe our ex- 4 
cellent Devotions, by the Wickedneſs of our Lives, If 
nd that abominable Sin of defaming and ſlander- 4 


* 


ing our Superiours, who adviſe in making good . 
Laws, and affiſt in executing them for the Glory f. 
of God, the Good of his Church, the Honour and if * 
Safety of our Sovereign, and for the common Wel- ſt 
fare and Happineſs of us all; if, Eſay, we thus run E 
counter to our Profeſſion, then are we guilty of great N 
Hypocriſy and Irreligion before God and the Wound; F 
which Brings me to conſider, in the third and laſt 1 
Place, how prejudicial and diſreputable to Religion, 


2  fuckraPraGtice as this is. For 


0 
8 
'J 


(19) 


For Religion cancel but extremely ſuffer by this 
Neans, when Men once reflect and conſider, that 


| | we are not acted by any Chriſtian Moderation,but by 
oy, | a factious, irreligious Zeal; a Zeal in every Reſpect 
ce ſo miſguided, blind, and furious, that it once intro- 
1d duc'd into England much Affliction and Miſery, 

at Proceeding at laſt to the higheſt Pitch of Wicked- 
neſs, as to imbrue it ſelf and wallow in Royal Blood; 
4 ſporting and triumphing (like Nero over the Flames 


of Rome) in the Ruin, Diſtraction, and Deſolation 
of this Church and Nation. 5 
Ay, but what ſort of Men were they, that were 
poſſeſſed with this Devil of Fury and Frenzy? Were 
they not Men of very diſhoneſt, difloyal, and irreli- 


gious Principles, notwithſtanding they prefaced all 
their Pretences with the ſpecious Title of God and 


his Cauſe ? Tis true, they were ſo. And what then ? 
Is not the Spirit of Faction and Sedition the ſame, 
as to its Effects and Operations in every Heart it 
rules, and every Breaſt it inſpires? And are not 


| theſe the woful Conſequences of a Zeal without Know- 


ledge? What can we think then of thoſe who have 
ſhewn us ſo much of this Spirit, in their Tempers, 


Expreſſions, and Converſations? having no Regard to 


Majeſty, or Reſpect to Government, no Veneration or 


os RNeverence to that ſacredOrder and Function of Pre- 
„ lacy in theChureh of God; and, in plain Terms, little 
or  noCharity,as appears by the uncir il Carriage and 


1 De- 


_— Kr» 


Deportment of many towards their Neighbours, 


who differ from them in Opinion; never regard- 
ing that grand Rule and Maxim of Charity, of do- 
ing to others, as we would they ſhould do to us: Where- 


as they who truly fear God, and have a conſcienti- 


ous Regard to all the Duties of Chriſtianity, conſider 


in ſuch Caſes, * What they themſelves would be con- 
tent to have done unto them, if they were in the 


* fame Circumſtances with their Neighbours ; ma- 
* king Uſe of this, not ſo much to detract from | 
the Honour of this primary Rule of Virtue, as 
in Compliance with their own Infirmities, that 

F- fo they may the more eafily be induc'd to yield 


Obedience to it; for we are more apt toſee what 


dition of a Stranger. 


Tis true then that Religion muſt needs ſuffer ex- | 
tremely in this Caſe ; for though in it ſelf it be ve- | 
ry ſacred, and what conduces every way to our | 
Happineſs and Proſperity in this Life, yet it is then 


moſt prevalent and valuable, when we are bleſſed 
with the preſent and happy Effects of it, which are 
Lowe, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. And tho' we cannot 


doubt of theſe exceeding precious Promiſes, which 

it aſſures us of in the next Life; yet if inſtead of ma- 

king us better Men and better Subjects, we uſeit as a 
* / ͤͤ——— ooo 
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is juſt and equitable, when our Concernments | 
are interwoven with it, than we are in the Con- 


4 


lam 


n Cloak only to skreen our uncharitable Reſentments 
Tad ſeditious Practices, it muſt neceſſarily fallintoDiſ- 


5 grace and Contempt, "and put the World upon di- 


truſting whatever is recommended under that Name. 
Whatever Danger therefore we may apprehend 


to befall Religion, and the Church of God, let us 

j not ſo much charge others with the Crime and Guilt 
gol it, as blame our ſelves, who ſhew ſo little of the 
true Spirit, Power and Virtue of it in our Lives and 
Converſations. And let it be obſerv d here, that when 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity, in the firſt r pureſt 
Ages of the Church, were ſo enrag'd againſt the Pro- 

Ifeſſors of it, and endeavoured what they could to 

I deſtroy its very Name, that they gave no Reaſon for 
vrhat they did, but belch d forth Slander and Calum- 


ny againſt them, as the moſt likely means to pro- 


cure their 59 And theſe are the Methods now, 


from whence all our Heats and Animoſities ariſe, 


A both in Church and State, and they proceed from the 9 


Slike corrupt and evil Cauſes, as Pride, Vain- glory, 


Rand Hypocriſy, Envy, Hatred, Malice, and Uncha- 


Fritableneſs, from Heat, Paſſion, and Pre udice, from 
evil Tempers, ſelfilh Humours, and bad Intentions; : 


rhich might be eafily made out and demonſtrated, if 
The time would permit. But] deſign not to enter up- 


pn that ungrateful Task, but ſhall conclude this 


1 * x 
8 
» 3% 


＋ iſcourſe with the A pplication of the Apoſtle's Ex- 
hHortation of ſhewing all Meekneſs to all Men. es 
Now 


(2229 

Now Meekneſs is a Virtue, which hath a twofold . 
Object, God and Man; as it relates to God, it implies 
a willing and ready Submiff on to hisWill, whether 

it be to believe what he affirms, be it never Is much a- 

boveReaſon; or to do what he commands, be it never 

ſo averſe to our Judgments, Humours and Inclinati- WF 

ons; or to endure whatever he pleaſeth to inflict 8 

upon us, and ſo it betokens Patience, Chearfulneſs, 

and Contentedneſs. Meekneſ in this Senſe is op- 

pos'd to Murmuring and Repining, and isthat the ( a2) 88 

(4 %% Pſalmiſt calis The Commiſſion of a Man's Way unto the | 

Lord: this alſo is to be dunnb an ſilent before the Lord. But 

Meekneſs as it reſpects Man, . a quiet and calm 
Diſpoſition, ſuch as is neither apt to provoke others, | 

4) 1 Per. nor eaſy to be provok'd it ſelf, () St. Peter joins a 
++ . meek and a quiet Spirit together, as being indeed 

one and the ſame thing; and that thing the Fruit of | * 
8K. f. tbe holy Spirit of God, as (c ): St. Paul ſpeaks. (d) which 

( Hi. by the ſame Apoſtle is requir'd from every Chriftian, 7 

that will walk worthy of bis holy Calling. | 

8 (e) The fame Apoſtle teaches Timothy to inſtrucrf i 

h Numb, with Meekneſs ſuch as are contrary-minded. And (f) Moſes | 

1% 3. is fo famous for this Virtue, that for his quiet put- 

ting up of Wrongs, which he had receiv 4 from Aa- MW. 
Organ. Ton and Miriam, God gives him the Character of a bY 


6 10,11. 


055 i The, meek. Man, ahve all the Men that were upon the Face of i 

2 d. the Earth. Other Inftances might be produc d, as (2) | 

2 1 7 5 0 h) of St. Paul, and (:) Chriſt himſelf, an 
which 1 


4 


9 | 
H 
1 


.8 (237) 
a 5 1 which ſhew us the Neceſſity. of this Virtue, and that 


5 $ t is our Duty to approve our Or in all N 1 9 f 


3 nd Lowlineſs of Spirit. 


"" FF This is thejudanentef Godin his holyWord, but. 
| Y ItheOpinion which the World has of it is contrary to 

on | that of God and Chriſt. But ſure I am, that every 

5 virtue is beſt ſeen, if I may uſe the Expreſfion, in 
the Moderation of the Affections, and keeping them 
upright in the midſt of Temptations. Thus to live 

4 temperately among intemperate Men, is true Tem- 

** perance; to ſhew Meekneſs in the midſt of many 

115 Provocations, that's true Meekneſs. And whatever 

n Eſteem the World may have of ſuch a quiet Man, 
„ Chriſt I am ſure (a) accounts him bleſſed, for he tells” Mat. 
; 4 us that the Meek are bleſſed; not the great. but the low-" * 
iy in mind; not the pertinacious and ſtubborn, but 

f the quiet and calm; not the froward and paſſionate, 
che factious and ſed) tious, but the humbleand meek 

"yy are bleſſed. ee 28 1 PER 
cx | There den dlane Cade W Mecknoſs may 
<< not be admitted, as when God s Honour is impeachd, 
ſes or his Name blaſphem d. In this Caſe our Zeal muſt 

of Ide as hot as Fire ; thus tho Moſes was the meek- 

f eſt Man Fr Earth, yet when the Iſrtelites had made 

. u goldenCalf,whilehe was with God in the Mount, 

; 7 9 bis Jealouſy burnt: like Fire, and in an hl Zeal of (b) Exod. 
2% God's Honour \ be rakes the Tables. Stone ant pit 
al 8 obe Sword the 1855 Day <li Men. (c)Holy David (o 21. 
ich | a alſo, 19 
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 alſo,who held his Tongue at his ownWrongs, yet conſum'd 
away withZeal againſt his Enemies that forgot God Mord. Wt 
9 xe. (a) And ourBlefled Lord himſelf, who as s Lumb be. 
ore the Shearer open d not his Mouth fo the Wrongs done 
to him, did yet in Vindication of his Father's Glory, make 
him a Whip of Cords, and drave thoſe that bought and i 
fold out of the Temple, who had made his Father s Houſe 
a Den of Thieves. © thy! 
_ This Caſe of God's Honour only accepted, | know | 
no other wherein a Chriſtian ought not to ſhew him- WW 
% Mang. ſelf of a meek and humble Spirit. And as we (50 
—= have Chriſt's Promiſe to encourage us, ſo have we | 
| l © Me. his (c) Example to incite us to the Practice of this 
. © * Chriſtian Virtue, Learn of me, (faith he) for I am meek Ik 
and lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall find reſt for your Souls. # 
His Example is not inimitable, tho it cannot be e- 
quall'd ; and tho' we cannot overtake him, yet we | 
muſt ſtrive to come as near him as we can. If there-' 
00 Fpb. fore we deſire to (d) walk worthy of the Vocatwon where-- 
\ ©” with weare called; we muſt walk in allLowlineſs and Meek- 
= <@ r re.neſs ; (e) ſeeing that a meek and quiet Spirit in the Sight | 
e God is of great Price. Nor is this Ornament of Meek-' | 
_ neſs more acceptable to God, than it is agreeable to 
| * the Nature of Man, if confider'd in its Original Re- 
A ctitude, without theſe vicious Qualities of Pride and: 
Malice, which corrupt and harden it. No doubt 
Nature intended meek Creatures, and therefore de- 
ny d us all ſuch Members as might be offenſive; and 
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7 hat eaſy LInpieipe;which either the Grief © or Mis. 1 

„ ortune po others makes upon our Hearts,abundant- = 
| 1 W teſtifies that we are naturally inclin'd to Compaſ- 

My hon andTenderneſs; but now if we turn our Hearts 

„f Fleſh into Hearts of Stone, it's not our Nature, but 
| I + ur Corruption which miſleads us. Even among 
Heaſts, the gentleſt and tameſt are accounted the beſt; 
und therefore our Saviour calls us his Sheep and bis 
Lambs, and the Church his Dove, his Turtle, the 
A : cekeft and mildeſt Creatures. 

M$ The higheſt Region of the Air, is always ſerene 
nd calm; but Thunder and Lightning are genera- 
Ted below. The hi gheſt Spheres move always with 
Whe ſame uniform 1 and Exactneſs; and 
he firſt Mover of them all, God himſelf, is ; mild 
In his Proceedings againſt Sinners; 3 (a) He is merciful o (4) Exod, 

end gracious, Long-ſuſfering, abundant in Goolneſo, 
Peeping Mercy for thouſands, for orgiving Iniquity and Tranſ- 
| n, and Sin. This is his Name, and it is eſlential 
o him to be thus meek and gentle. 3 
Let us now reflecta little upon this, and apply the 
Fonſideration of it to our ſelves. Is God merciful, and 
0 b Shall we be hard-hearted, froward, and malicious to 
ne another? Is the Maſter meek and mild, and ſhall 
he Servants be fierce and furious? If he — ruleth 
bt Be Nations with a Rod of Iron, and breaketh them 
He J Pieces like a Potter's Veſſel be notwithſtanding ſo 
and/ * and lowly, that his Voice is not heard in the 
t, Flat * not break the bruiſed Reed, nor _ 
*&- quench __ 


026) 


quench the ſmoaking Flax: Is it fit, think you, that 9 
Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, ſhould cry in ; | 
theStreets, andbeat down all beforehim thro Paſſion 1 
and Fury? AlaſG! we are all but Reeds, and ſhall Reeds 1 
bruiſeReeds? We are at the beſt but ſmoaking Fine 1 
and ſhall we quench that little Fire which we have? 
This unnatural Diſpoſition in us, is very handſomely | Y 
corrected by thatHeathen,who charging his Wooden 
God to look well to the Trees of his Orchard, threa- 
tens him with this Commination, Aliequin et * 1 1 
num es, Look well to them, or elſe know this that thou 
thy ral art but Wood, Fuel for the Fire as well as the 
@ If: reſt: So here in the Caſe before us, (a) If we ſpoil we 
33- 1. ſhall be ſpoiled; if we deal treacherouſly wibaters we hall 
as treacherouſly be dealt with; they that uſe no 'Meck-| b 
O aner Neſs, fhall find none; and there (b) ſhall be Je 
2. 13. lber Mercy to him "that ſheweth no Mercy. 
Mercy, Meckneſs, and Love, are the only Chara-| 1 
Cters and Badges, whereby n e e diſtinguiſheth | | t 
Fobn 13. his Followers from the reſt of Mankind; By this V 
7-5 ye he) Hall all Men know, that ye are my Diſciples if 
ye lode one another. But alas! we are fallen now into I * 
an Age wherein Iniquity abounds, and Love 19 A {c 
rately feen in our Converſations. te 
If we duly conſider our Saviour s Words( Nat. 24 zi 0 
where he ff peaks of the Deſtruction of the Temple at a 
Jeruſalem, pointing alſo at the Day of Judgment, we 1 by 
may eaſily transfer the Application to our own times. 1 Dl 
There fall many be offended, and ſhall betray one another; 


£2 and. 4 


(27). 


at | | ant] hate one another, v.10. and many fl Prophets Hall 


in 4 1 | ariſe, and ſhall deceive many, v. I 1, and becauſe All 
on Hall abound, the Love of many all wax col. 1 2. 
ds Whence come all the Factions and Diviſions in 
x, Church and State, but thro the want of the Love 
e? | of- God, and our Brethren: ? Chriſtian Charity! is the 
y 4 Fountain, from whence all other Chriſtian Virtues 
en Mt fpring, and therefore when this waxeth cold, and 
ea - groweth out of Requeſt, it's no wonder if Mercy, 
. EKindneſs, and Meekneſs decay alſo. 

ou lf we ſhould inquire therefore, What one thing i in 


| 1 the World does moſt of all diſorder the Courſe of 
we things in it, and gives ſo great Advantage to that Li- 
ball bertiniſm, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality, as reign 


ek- now among us; we cannot aſcribe it to any other 
ent Cauſe, than to that ſmall Reputation and Practice of 

| | brotherly Love: Whereas was there anyWarmth 1 in 
ra- our Hearts to cheriffi this Virtue, it would hinder a 
eth | thouſand Evils, which now perplexand torment the 


World both in publick and private. 

: il What is the bn there's ſo little Mercy 3 : 
nto ¶ w the poor, and others in Miſery? What is the Rea- 
is fon we complain of unneighbourly: Behaviour one 
| 4 | towards another? Why do Men riſe up every v. here 
one againſt another, cenſuring, condemning, ſmiting, 
Land perſecuting one another? Is it not hence, that 
we have no Meekneſs or Charity, which is the Bond 
Jof Perfectueſs? For want of this it is, that the Church, 
rl } Watch 15 the * of Chriſt, is sſa rent and divided, 
1 an 
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* and they who 


by their anchriflieyConrertatbiines | 

- guilty in thisRetpeR, diſſolve this Bond of Charity, 
and give Occaſion of great Offence and Scandal. Be- 
fides, this Defect in our Charity, is that too which 
renders humane Society fo looſe, irkſome, and un- 


_ eaſy, and which in moſt Places has ſo disjointed . 


Mens Affections towards one another, that ever 
one is ready to fall from his Companion and Neigh⸗ 5 
bour upon the leaſt trifling Occafion. 1 
Io conclude, If we judge it reaſonable, that we 
ſhould in every thing ſubmit to the Will of God, in 

the ſevere Diſpenſations of his Providence, let us Y 
learn Obedience to our Superiours, and be ready to 
do all the good Works and Offices, which our holy: 
Religion propounds to us, and engagesus to perform, 
baving Meekneſs, brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity 
one maths another: But! am ſorryto ſee it, and fax 
1 many are ſoinvelop'd and harden'd inSj pleen 
and Malice, Paſſion and Prejudice, that Mlantteria. 
Admonition i is forc'd Wia to Humour and Fancy. 
Hence it is that ſo many are fo unjuſt, unreaſona- 
ble, and uncharitable in their Cenſures, and that 
many are ſo apt to provoke others, and ſo eaſy to 
be provoked themſelves ; I pray God lay it not 
to their Charge, but turn their Hearts, and grant 

us all everlaſting Peace in Jeſus Chriſt; to whom 
with the Father, and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour” * 
or WV World gras row Aen. e 
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